
Daily Bible Reading For 365 Days- English Standard Version 
 
Day 261- Sep 18 

Old Testament 
 

Ecc 4:1  Again I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, the tears of 
the oppressed, and they had no one to comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there 
was power, and there was no one to comfort them.  

Ecc 4:2  And I thought the dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living who are 
still alive.  

Ecc 4:3  But better than both is he who has not yet been and has not seen the evil deeds that are 
done under the sun.  

Ecc 4:4  Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man's envy of his neighbor. 
This also is vanity and a striving after wind.  

Ecc 4:5  The fool folds his hands and eats his own flesh.  
Ecc 4:6  Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a striving after wind.  
Ecc 4:7  Again, I saw vanity under the sun:  
Ecc 4:8  one person who has no other, either son or brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, 

and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so that he never asks, "For whom am I toiling 
and depriving myself of pleasure?" This also is vanity and an unhappy business.  

Ecc 4:9  Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.  
Ecc 4:10  For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and 

has not another to lift him up!  
Ecc 4:11  Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone?  
Ecc 4:12  And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him--a 

threefold cord is not quickly broken.  
Ecc 4:13  Better was a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who no longer knew how 

to take advice.  
Ecc 4:14  For he went from prison to the throne, though in his own kingdom he had been born 

poor.  
Ecc 4:15  I saw all the living who move about under the sun, along with that youth who was to 

stand in the king's place.  
Ecc 4:16  There was no end of all the people, all of whom he led. Yet those who come later will 

not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and a striving after wind.  
 
Ecc 5:1  Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better than 

to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil.  
Ecc 5:2  Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for 

God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few.  
Ecc 5:3  For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many words.  
Ecc 5:4  When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay 

what you vow.  
Ecc 5:5  It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay.  
Ecc 5:6  Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger that it was a 

mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of your hands?  
Ecc 5:7  For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the one you 

must fear.  
Ecc 5:8  If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice and 

righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is watched by a higher, 
and there are yet higher ones over them.  

Ecc 5:9  But this is gain for a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated fields.  



Ecc 5:10  He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his 
income; this also is vanity.  

Ecc 5:11  When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner 
but to see them with his eyes?  

Ecc 5:12  Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of 
the rich will not let him sleep.  

Ecc 5:13  There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner 
to his hurt,  

Ecc 5:14  and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has 
nothing in his hand.  

Ecc 5:15  As he came from his mother's womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take 
nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand.  

Ecc 5:16  This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is there to 
him who toils for the wind?  

Ecc 5:17  Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.  
Ecc 5:18  Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment 

in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given 
him, for this is his lot.  

Ecc 5:19  Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy 
them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil--this is the gift of God.  

Ecc 5:20  For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied 
with joy in his heart.  

 
Ecc 6:1  There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, and it lies heavy on mankind:  
Ecc 6:2  a man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks nothing of all 

that he desires, yet God does not give him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. 
This is vanity; it is a grievous evil.  

Ecc 6:3  If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, so that the days of his years 
are many, but his soul is not satisfied with life's good things, and he also has no burial, I say 
that a stillborn child is better off than he.  

Ecc 6:4  For it comes in vanity and goes in darkness, and in darkness its name is covered.  
Ecc 6:5  Moreover, it has not seen the sun or known anything, yet it finds rest rather than he.  
Ecc 6:6  Even though he should live a thousand years twice over, yet enjoy no good--do not all go 

to the one place?  
Ecc 6:7  All the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied.  
Ecc 6:8  For what advantage has the wise man over the fool? And what does the poor man have 

who knows how to conduct himself before the living?  
Ecc 6:9  Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also is vanity and 

a striving after wind.  
Ecc 6:10  Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what man is, and 

that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he.  
Ecc 6:11  The more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man?  
Ecc 6:12  For who knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which 

he passes like a shadow? For who can tell man what will be after him under the sun?  
 

New Testament 
 

2Co 10:1  I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ--I who am 
humble when face to face with you, but bold toward you when I am away!--  



2Co 10:2  I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show boldness with such 
confidence as I count on showing against some who suspect us of walking according to the 
flesh.  

2Co 10:3  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  
2Co 10:4  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 

strongholds.  
2Co 10:5  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, 

and take every thought captive to obey Christ,  
2Co 10:6  being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.  
2Co 10:7  Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident that he is Christ's, let him 

remind himself that just as he is Christ's, so also are we.  
2Co 10:8  For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave for building 

you up and not for destroying you, I will not be ashamed.  
2Co 10:9  I do not want to appear to be frightening you with my letters.  
2Co 10:10  For they say, "His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is weak, and 

his speech of no account."  
2Co 10:11  Let such a person understand that what we say by letter when absent, we do when 

present.  
2Co 10:12  Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are 

commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare 
themselves with one another, they are without understanding.  

2Co 10:13  But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the area of 
influence God assigned to us, to reach even to you.  

2Co 10:14  For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we did not reach you. For we were 
the first to come all the way to you with the gospel of Christ.  

2Co 10:15  We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your 
faith increases, our area of influence among you may be greatly enlarged,  

2Co 10:16  so that we may preach the gospel in lands beyond you, without boasting of work 
already done in another's area of influence.  

2Co 10:17  "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."  
2Co 10:18  For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the 

Lord commends.  
 


